
FROST John Augustus  

 

 Private : South Staffordshire Regiment : 8th Battalion. 

Killed in action: 27/05/1917  

Service No: 13829  

 He was born & resided in Tollesbury & enlisted in Colchester. He was killed in 

action having served in France & Flanders. "He was one of the original 23 volunteers 

and was almost the youngest of the group. Those who knew him at the Front bear 

testimony to his never-failing cheerfulness and to his absolute brave and fearless 

disposition. He was chosen as one of a party to make a raid upon the enemy trench. 

Before the objective was reached he was killed by a shell which at the same time 

mortally wounded his officer." 

The South Staffordshire Regiment 8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Lichfield, 

September 1914, as part of K2. Became part of 51st Brigade, 17th (Northern) 

Division. It was disbanded on the 23 February 1918 while still in France and the 

remnants were dispersed to other regiments. A number of local boys enlisted at 

Colchester. A significant number of them lost their lives. The include :_- Charles Buck from Fingringhoe 

(18/7/1916), & from Tollesbury ; Claude Denny (28/02/1916), Sidney Rose (25/4/1916), Louis Lewis 

(29/2/1916), Frank James Layzell (30/11/1915), Joseph Ingate (11/2/1916), John Augustus Frost (27/5/1917.  

The 17th Division was established by the Northern Command, September 1914, as part of K2. Early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and NCOs to command them, no 

organised billets or equipment. In the early Summer of 1915, the Division was considered to be ready for 

France. 12-17 July 1915 : landed in France; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the 

remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. The Divisions spent its initial period of 

trench familiarisation and then holding the front lines in the southern area of the Ypres salient. Actions of the 

Bluff : 14th February to 2nd March 1916 V Corps : 17th Division (February); V Corps : 3rd Division, 17th 

Division (March) The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypres-Comines 

Canal was excavated. In this low-lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, it gave a considerable 

observation advantage to the troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 14th February, German infantry 

successfully attacked the British units holding the Bluff, after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench 

mortars, and the blowing of some mines. Preparations were made to recovered this important area, although they 

were slowed by severe weather. In the early morning of 2nd March, after a short bombardment which destroyed 

the enemy's defensive works, British infantry over-ran the position and consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 

casualties. 

The  Division fought at Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916).In the above action, the 

Division captured Fricourt, after suffering heavy losses. 

In 1917 they were heavily involved in the Battles of Arras. The British Army launched a large-scale attack at 

Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. Although initially successful, 

it soon bogged down and became a terribly costly affair. The British attack was against the formidable 

Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy had recently made a strategic withdrawal. It was in the aftermath of this 

battle that he was killed in action 



 

1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 



Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 6. Memorial: ARRAS 

MEMORIAL 

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916 and the system of tunnels upon 

which the town is built were used and developed in preparation for the major offensive planned for April 1917. 

The Commonwealth section of the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY was begun in March 1916, behind 

the French military cemetery established earlier. It continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units 

until November 1918. The cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the 

battlefields and from two smaller cemeteries in the vicinity. The cemetery contains 2,651 Commonwealth 

burials of the First World War. In addition, there are 30 war graves of other nationalities, most of them German. 

During the Second World War, Arras was occupied by United Kingdom forces headquarters until the town was 

evacuated on 23 May 1940. Arras then remained in German hands until retaken by Commonwealth and Free 

French forces on 1 September 1944. The cemetery contains seven Commonwealth burials of the Second World 

War. The graves in the French military cemetery were removed after the First World War to other burial 

grounds and the land they had occupied was used for the construction of the Arras Memorial and Arras Flying 

Services Memorial. The ARRAS MEMORIAL commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from the United 

Kingdom, South Africa and New Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 

1918, the eve of the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave. The most conspicuous events of this period 

were the Arras offensive of April-May 1917, and the German attack in the spring of 1918. Canadian and 

Australian servicemen killed in these operations are commemorated by memorials at Vimy and Villers-

Bretonneux. A separate memorial remembers those killed in the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. The ARRAS 

FLYING SERVICES MEMORIAL commemorates nearly 1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the 

Royal Flying Corps, and the Royal Air Force, either by attachment from other arms of the forces of the 

Commonwealth or by original enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western Front and who have no known 

grave. Both cemetery and memorial were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, with sculpture by Sir William Reid 

Dick. No. of Identified Casualties: 34717 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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